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September 2010 
The 

ñNews for St. Peterôs family and friendsò 

Dear Members and Friends of the 

St. Peterôs Family: 

 

Although I love summer, as a parish 

pastor I am always happy when 

school begins and everyone settles 

back into their normal routines and 

worship attendance increases. While 

our worship attendance here at St. 

Peterôs doesnôt plummet like it does 

in some congregations during the 

summer, still we see a definite 

decrease from Sunday to Sunday 

compared to the rest of the year. 

 Without a doubt, there is 

something special about a church 

filled with worshippers. The liturgy 

seems more meaningful and the 

singing is so much more joyful 

when the Lordôs house is filled with 

His people. The Spirit is so 

evidently present and alive when we 

raise our voices in praise and song 

as the whole congregation gathers 

together. 

 As we return now to a more 

regular schedule of life, I hope that 

you will make every-Sunday 

worship a priority in your familyôs 

life. I hope you will make an extra 

effort each week to come to Godôs 

house and join your voice with the 

rest of the congregation as we thank 

and praise God for His great love for 

us and for the many blessings He so 

graciously showers upon us. Each 

Sunday morning, with the Psalmist, 

let us rise and say: ñI was glad when 

they said to me, óLet us go to the 

house of the Lord.ôò (Psalm 122:1) 

 In joyful partnership with you in 

Christôs service, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Leon Rawl 
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To the Faithful People of St. 

Peterôs Lutheran Church: 

It takes very little time to 

acclimate to a new 

environment.  I am sure 

within a matter of weeks, Iôll 

feel like St. Peterôs has been my church home for 

years.  Iôll know more names and faces and 

stories; things will feel more comfortable. 

I look forward to that time, but during this 

time of transition and newness, I am aware that I 

have a special perspective on this place.  I sit 

here at this computer to prepare a gift for you, 

the people of St. Peterôs.  I will do my best to 

wrap this gift in words that are translucent 

enough for you to see the miracle inside. 

This last week (my first week here), this 

campus was humming with the music of more 

than 20 little musicians here for Summer Music 

Camp!  Several volunteers took seriously the call 

to ñlet the children comeò and taught them 

violin, guitar, harp, tone chimes, and Orff 

instruments.  They did a musical about Godôs 

miraculous faithfulness.  Both volunteers and 

children were shaped by lyrics and tunes that 

will bounce around in their lives forever. 

This morning, I arrived a few minutes early 

for worship.  I sought out Pastor Rawl and found 

him in the sacristy with a few people.  A young 

man was robed, ready to serve as acolyte for the 

8:30 service.  Another young man arrived, also 

prepared to serve as acolyte.  Their quick 

conversation revealed that the 2nd young man 

had been asked to serve after the bulletin had 

been printed.  When the 1st young man saw in 

the bulletin that no one was listed to serve as 

acolyte that morning, he stepped in to serve.  

They switched places and proceeded with the 

morning.  To them, it was no big deal.  However, 

I witnessed two committed servants of the 

church: one stepping in when it appeared he was 

needed, the other making and keeping his 

commitment to serve. 

Then, I made my way to the entrance to the 

sanctuary, where I was greeted by Jenny and 

Tommy Stone.  I had met each of them 

previously in the week, so it was good to see 

familiar faces.  I was reminded of the importance 

of friendly faces that greet people as they arrive 

for worship. 

As I walked into the sanctuary, there was a 

hushed quiet in a beautiful building where some 

of Godôs children were preparing themselves to 

worship the risen Lord with the community they 

love. Shortly after I took my seat, Tina began to 

play the prelude.  The King of Love, My 

Shepherd Is filled the place.  Tina could not have 

known the importance of this song in my life, but 

the Spirit moves in remarkable ways to breathe 

life into us. 

Three chime tones reminded me of the 

mystery of the Trinity, settling me in for 

worship. 

Turning to the bulletin, I found that it was 

visitor-friendly.  Although I am the vicar, I am 

new here.  So, I was wondering if Iôd be able to 

follow along easily.  Indeed, the combination of 

the bulletin, insert, and worship folder in the 

back of the hymnal (as well as the instruction 

about such things by Pastor Rawl) were easy to 

follow.  This is essential for actual worship.  If I 

had been flipping and fumbling and feeling lost, 

I would not have been actively worshiping God.  

I would have been trying to worship God, 

acutely aware that I was an outsider.  An easily 

followed format with clear instruction is valuable 

and important for evangelism. 

The lector read the scriptures well.   He 

spoke Godôs Word with confidence and clarity, 

so much so that I stopped reading along.  It is a 

gift to have the Word read, so I can listen ï just 

as the Church has listened for so long ï to what 

God has to say to me today. 

My new pastor preached an important word: 

life is short.  He quoted Dr. Seuss, Ferris Beuller, 

and a theologian named Brett Younger in the 

same sermon! 

The music!  The choir, the hymns, the 

psalm, the liturgy! True gifts! 

At 9:30, we ate delicious food while the 

youth group narrated stories describing the 

pictures on the big screen of their mission work.  

These young men and women passed the 

microphone around and told of learning to build, 

scrape, paint, and fix things.  It was clear from 

their words and the pictures that they shaped the 

Kingdom, as they were shaped by the Kingdom. 

Sometimes, we get so focused on the 

struggles of church: finances, volunteers needed, 

attendance, etc. that we lose sight of what we do 

well.  Rest assured you are a people faithful to 

the needs of a visitor, the communityôs children, 

and the mission field.  And this is just the tip of 

what I will learn about you this year. 

Because He lives, 
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Lutheran Men date changedð
Lutheran Men will meet Monday, 

September 13, instead of the first Monday 

due to the Labor Day holiday. All men are 

invited to join us at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall for dinner, fellowship and 

an interesting program. 
 

 

Social Work InternïWe are delighted 

to have a Masters of Social Work intern 

again this year at St. Peterôs to assist in our 

senior ministries through the Hartford 

Fellow program at the University of South 

Carolina. Our intern this year will be Kim 

Smith, a first year student in the program. 

She began August 23. You may contact Kim 

by her cell (315-391-9108) or email 

(smithk48@email.sc.edu) 
 

Noisy OfferingïOur next noisy offering 

is Sunday, August 29. The children will 

collect your change at both services to help 

end chronic world hunger and poverty in our 

time. So break open the piggy banks. Get rid 

of your loose change rolling around in the 

ash tray. Come and listen to the noise of the 

coins rolling into the collection cans as the 

children help the needy. From the bounty of 

our pockets to the milk jugs of the world. 

 

Unable to come to worship due to 

physical or other problems? If so, Pastor 

Rawl will gladly visit you in your home and 

bring you the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Just call the Church Office at 

359-2470 to request a visit. 

 

 

Golden Age SundayðSt. Peterôs 
Golden Age luncheon will be held on 

Sunday, September 12, at 12:00 noon. This 

day is to honor all of our senior members 

age 70 and older. A catered luncheon 

sponsored by St. Peterôs WELCA will 

follow the 11:00 a.m. service. The 

congregation is invited to attend and show 

our love and respect for our Golden Agers. 

If you are age 70 or older and would prefer 

that your name not be included on the 

Golden Age list, please call the Church 

Office at 359-2470 or email Joyce at 

office@stpeterslex.com. 

 

Office ClosedðThe Church Office will 

be closed Monday, September 6, for the 

Labor Day holiday. 

 

Midlands CROP Hunger Walk 

2010 
Date: 11/14/2010 

Location: Columbia, SC  
Registration starts at 1:00 p.m. 
Step-Off in front of the State House at 2:00 

p.m. 

CROP Hunger Walks help children and 

families worldwide ð and right here in the 

U.S. ð to have food for today, while 

building for a better tomorrow. 

Each year some two million CROP Hunger 

Walkers, volunteers, and sponsors put their 

hearts and soles in motion, raising over $16 

million per year to help end hunger and 

poverty around the world and in their own 

communities. 

Kickoff Lunch at Shandon Presbyterian 

Church 12:00pm ï October 7, 2010  

607 Woodrow Street  Columbia, SC 29205      

www.harvesthope.org or 

www.churchworldservice.org  

With your help, we can make a great 

impact!  

Contact Carl Shealy for walker pledge 

packets. 

The Anna Circle is providing 

meals to all parents with 

newborns. The Anna Circle 

also requests that you please 

pray for the following parents

-to-be: 
 

· Bryan and Kegan Taylor 
 

If you are expecting, please call the Church 

Office to be added to this list. 

http://www.harvesthope.org/
http://www.churchworldservice.org
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Going Back to School 
For the children served by LFS Carolinas, 
going back to school means a lot more than 
doing homework.  
For Mohamed, going back to school means 

assurance that his children can get an 

education without fear. 
Mohamed and his wife Fatima arrived from 

Afghanistan with their six children less than a 

month ago. In that time they have experienced a 

whole new world of possibilities, one of which is 

that their children will finally be provided with 

the education they have dreamed of. In their 

home country just going to school was a risk, 

especially for their four daughters. They never 

knew if by sending them to school they were 

sending their children to their deaths. With 

roadside bombs and shootings that target schools 

and their students, many parents did not allow 

their children to attend.  

 One of the many services the LFS Refugee 

Resettlement department provides is assistance in 

school enrollment. LFS works closely with 

English as a Second Language (ESL) programs in 

different school districts. ESL programs are 

tailored to meet the special linguistic, academic 

and cultural needs of their students and provide 

the assistance and instruction necessary to allow 

them to progress through school at a rate similar 

to their native English speaking peers.  

 Mohamed and his family were assisted with 

the completion of the necessary paperwork to 

enroll each of their six children in school. Each 

child was given an English Language Proficiency 

test and enrolled in an appropriate ESL program. 

With the help of LFS Carolinas, Mohammed and 

Fatima are able to see their hopes of a better 

future for their children coming true. Although 

they dream of someday returning home to 

Afghanistan they are happy that their children, 

through getting an 

education, will be 

able to look towards 

a new and brighter 

future here in the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

SympathyðWe extend sincere Christian 

sympathy to: 

Z Wendell Bedenbaugh at the death of his wife, 

Rosa, on July 21. The funeral was at St. 

Peterôs on July 23 

Z Jennifer Williams at the death of her father, 

Paul Brammer 

Z Ginger Browder at the death of her father, 

Horace Taylor 

Z Betty Lou Fulmer at the death of her sister, 

June Rials 

Z Landis Ballington at the death of his mother, 

Madgeilee Ballington, 

Z Elsie Shealy and family at the death of Rod 

Shealy 

 

 

Save the Date: October 31st ï 
Reformation Sunday ï Stewardship Sunday ï 

Harvest Fest ï Spooktacular and Trunk or 

Treat.  Lots of folks once again joining together 

to bring you good food, fellowship and fun for all 

ages. The time has not been etched in stone, but 

will probably be around 6:00 p.m., please listen 

for further announcements for a definite time.  

 

 

Are you heading back to college or 

going for the first time? We want to stay 

in touch with you and the Evangelism Committee 

wants to send you ñgoodiesò boxes during the 

year! Please fill out the information below and 

put it in the offering plate or email the Church 

Office at office@stpeterslex.com. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

My College infoé. 
Name___________________________________ 
 

College 

attending________________________________ 
 

Address_________________________________ 
 

________________________________________ 
 

Email___________________________________ 
 

Phone___________________________________ 
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Letôs go green!!! 
The monthly Proclaimer is currently posted 

on the website (stpeterslex.com) under the 

News tab. Would you like to view the 

Proclaimer on the website instead of 

receiving it by mail? Those of you who do 

not have an email address would, of course, 

still receive your Proclaimer by mail as 

usual. We feel offering this choice would be 

a good move for several reasons: 

Î It would help us to save costs on 

printing, paper and postage 

Î It would help us to be better stewards of 

the environment as we use less paper 

and ink 

Î It would save the Loving Group time 

Î We could publish items in color that we 

can only currently print in black and 

white 

All that being said, let Joyce know if you 

would be interested in viewing the 

Proclaimer on the website instead of 

receiving it by mail. You may call the 

Church Office or email Joyce at 

jbixler@stpeterslex.com. 

New babies! Congratulations to: 

Brandon and Katie Kitchen on the birth 

of a son, Benjamin Cole Kitchen, on 

July 14 

Steve and Teresa Ellisor on the adoption 

of a son, Adam Steven, on July 24 

Brett and Jenny Porth on the birth of a 

son, Albert Stanley Porth, III (Trey), on 

July 27. 

 

New Member ClassesðInterested in 

becoming a member of St. Peterôs? Pastor 

Rawl will offer a series of newcomer classes 

beginning Sunday, September 12, at 10:00 

a.m. in the room at the back of the Parish 

Life Center near the kitchen. Please email 

Pastor Rawl at pastorrawl@stpeterslex.com 

or call the Church Office at 359-2470 to 

register. 

 

Busters Bible Study, a Bible study for 

couple in their mid-twenties to early forties, 

meets September 19 at 6:00 p.m. at the 

home of Michael and Natalie Carter (219 

Forcastle Court). 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Sunday, October 3rd  

5:00 p.m. 

 

Bring your Pets to church for a special service just for them.  

Bring your cages and leashes if needed.  Bring a chair to sit in for yourself.  

We will again take donations for PETS, Inc, a local shelter.  

Below is a Wish List of their needs. Bring one item or a few. 

A drop box is in the Narthex. 

www.petsinc.org 

Tennis balls & Toys 

Pens, Markers, Staples 

Copy Paper (white yellow blue) 

Staplers 

Cat Trees 

Liquid Dish Detergent 

Paper Towels 

Laundry Detergent & Bleach 

Pine Cleaners 

Rubber Gloves, Towels 

Blankets, Alcohol 

Cotton Swabs, Baby Oil 

Mineral Oil  

Wash Cloths, Pill Bottles 

Collars & Leashes 
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Prayer Breakfast begins August 24, 7:00 

a.m. at Chick-Fil-A. If you want a ride, meet 

at the church at 6:50 a.m. 

 

Junior High Youth Sunday meetings are 

at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Senior Youth Wednesday meetings are 

at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Youth WeekðWe started off with the 

classic game of Bowling.  Itôs great to watch 

youth bowl because youôll never see them 

go from such frustration to such glee so 

quickly.  Theyôll spend several frames 

getting nothing but gutter balls, but then that 

one perfect roll comes along when they 

knock down most of the pins, and they 

utterly flip out!  Itôs such a blast to share 

that with them. 

 The next night was our Murder in the 

Dark game night, which ended up being the 

most largely attended event Iôve yet to be a 

part of.  I drove around to the back of the 

church, and was greeted by nearly 50 youth 

all dressed in black.  This was a bit 

intimidating to say the least.  Thanks to 

some wonderful drivers, we were able to get 

everyone over to Willow Ridge Church, 

where there were another 10 or so kids 

waiting. 

 We wake up bright and early the next 

day to head up to Charlotteôs whitewater 

rafting center.  Unlike last year, the kids had 

the entire park open to them, which means 

they were able to do a ropes course, rock 

climb, zip line, and mega jump in addition 

to rafting. 

 As tradition goes, we finished up Youth 

Week with a lock in.  We started with a little 

pool party until some lightning cut that 

short.  We proceeded to play all sorts of 

games (some old and some brand new) all 

night long.  A good portion of the kids 

accomplished the unspoken challenge of 

staying awake the entire night, which Iôm 

sure many of you parents noticed as they 

slept straight through Saturday. 

 I think Youth Week was a great success, 

thanks in large part to my great drivers and 

fellow leaders, who volunteered their time 

and energy, as well as the Zees for providing 

a pool and dinner. 

Travis McLeod 

Youth Director 


