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ñNews for St. Peterôs family and friendsò 

February 2012 

The 

Dear Members and Friends of the St. 

Peterôs family: 

Even though Christmas may still be fresh on 

our minds, already it is time to turn our 

thoughts to Lent. Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, February 22. We will gather 

for the imposition of ashes and a service of 

Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. This is a time to reflect on our 

own earthly mortality and to give thanks for 

our immortality in Christ Jesus in heaven. 

 Each Wednesday in Lent (February 29, 

March 7, 14, 21 and 28) we will gather at 

7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary for Lenten 

Vespers and a sermon. In years gone by, we 

Lutherans used to be more diligent in our 

observance of Lent. We took the sacrifice of 

Lent more seriously. We gave up something 

for Lent and we dedicated ourselves to 

attending mid-week worship and Sunday 

worship during Lent. We especially made 

time for God in our lives during these 

Lenten weeks as we pondered our Saviorôs 

journey to the cross for us and for our 

salvation. We would do well to return to 

such a dedicated observance of Lent. The 

sacrifices of Lent will make our Easter 

celebration yet more joyful than usual. 

 I implore you to make the sacrifice and 

come and worship on Ash Wednesday and 

all the Wednesdays of Lent. Come and 

journey with our Savior again to the cross. 

Come and worship and know that your God 

loves you so much that he sent His only Son 

to die on the cross for you, that you may 

live with Him in the joy of heaven forever. 

Journey to the cross, so you can truly 

celebrate the joy of the Resurrection of our 

Lord on Easter morning. 

 In joyful partnership with you in 

Christôs service, 

Pastor Leon A. Rawl 

 

 

 

Our thanksé.Susan and I want to humbly 

thank the congregation for the very generous 

gift at Christmas. We also appreciate the 

cards, gifts and goodies from so many 

individuals as well. We are blessed in so 

many ways by the joy of serving with you at 

St. Peterôs. 

Pastor Rawl 
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St. Peterôs annual Soup Supper will 

be held on Sunday, January 29, in the Parish 

Life Center at 6:00 p.m. Members of the 

Worship and Music Committee will furnish their 

usual wonderful variety of home-made soups. 

The congregation is asked to bring sandwiches, 

salads and desserts according to your last name: 

 

 

AïH Salads 

IïP Desserts 

QïZ Sandwiches 

 

 

An offering will be taken to help fund the annual 

St. Peterôs Summer Music Camp. Come join us 

for some good food, fun, fellowship and great 

entertainment. 

 

 

Noisy OfferingðOur next Noisy Offering 

is Sunday, January 29. Bring your change to put 

in the cans that the children will bring out into 

the congregation during the Childrenôs Sermon. 

All proceeds from the Noisy Offering fight 

against world hunger. 

 

 

Newberry College Jazz Big Band 
will return to St. Peterôs on Monday evening, 

February 6 for a 7:00 p.m. concert as a part of 

the bandôs spring tour. Since they are on tour 

and will be traveling to a number of cities, we 

will need to house the students for the night after 

the concert. Call the Church Office if you are 

willing to house students for the night, feed 

them breakfast the next morning and return them 

to the church so they can travel on to their next 

stop. 

 

 

Unable to come to worship due to 

physical or other problems? If so, Pastor Rawl 

will gladly visit you in your home and bring you 

the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Just call the 

Church Office at 359-2470 to request a visit. 

 

Administrative Coordinator 

PositionðOur Administrative Assistant, 

Joyce Bixler, has announced her plans to retire 

in May 2012. Therefore, the Staff Support 

Committee is beginning the search for an 

Administrative Coordinator for our church. This 

is a full time position, 40 hours per week, 

Monday through Friday. A non-smoker policy is 

in place. 

Duties: Perform varied administrative and 

secretarial duties in the church office. Must be 

able to work independently. Responsible for 

coordinating monthly reports, responsible for 

ordering supplies. Communicate with various 

outside vendors. Must be comfortable dealing 

with church members and co-workers. 

Qualifications: Candidate must have 3ï5 years 

of experience in a similar position (in a Christian 

church office environment would be a plus). 

Computer knowledge of Word, Excel and 

internet proficiency required. Professional 

conduct, appearance, friendliness and discretion 

are required for this position. 

We hope to have this person begin work in the 

spring so she/he can train with Joyce. If you are 

interested in the position or know someone who 

is interested, please send a resume to Pastor 

Rawl at 1130 St. Peterôs Road, Lexington SC 

29072, email to pastorrawl@stpeterslex.com or 

drop it by the office. 

 

 

Going to the hospital? Having 

Surgery? The ministry staff of the Church is 

happy to visit you there. Please call or email the 

Church Office to let us know. If you are having 

surgery, we need to know which hospital, when 

you are to arrive and the time of surgery. The 

Pastor and Vicar will gladly visit all members 

and the Youth Director will visit hospitalized 

youth and the Music Director will visit 

hospitalized choir members if you will inform us 

of your hospitalization. Due to the privacy laws, 

we must depend on you to give us the 

information. 
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Letôs go green!!!! 
The monthly Proclaimer is currently posted on 

the website (www.stpeterslex.com) under the 

News tab. Would you like to view the 

Proclaimer on the website instead of receiving it 

by mail or email? Those of you who do not have 

an email address would, of course, still receive 

your Proclaimer by mail as usual. We feel 

offering this choice would be beneficial in 

several way: 

a Helps to save costs on printing, paper and 

postage 

a Helps us to be better stewards of the 

environment as we use less paper and ink 

a Saves time for the Loving Group in 

assembling 

a Can publish items in color that we can only 

currently print in black. 

All that being said, let Joyce know if you would 

be interested in viewing the Proclaimer on the 

website instead of receiving it by mail or if you 

would like to receive it by email instead of mail. 

You may call the Church Office or email Joyce 

at office@stpeterslex.com. 

 

College Students will automatically start 

receiving the Proclaimer by email. We are 

having tremendous problems with it not being 

delivered, not knowing exactly when the 

students are home for holidays, etc.  

 

Music Notes: All of the 

choirs are busily preparing for 

upcoming music for Lent, Holy 

Week, and Easter. We have 

openings in all of our music 

programs and would welcome 

newcomers!!! 

 Save the date: Mini music camp will be held 

Saturday, April 28 from 10:00 a.m.ï12:00 p.m.  

This is a fun time of singing, playing games, 

eating snacks, doing a craft, and playing 

instruments for ages 3-5. Look for registration 

forms in March and make plans to attend. Adult 

volunteers are needed to help out as well. 

 Save the date: Summer Music Camp July  

16-20 from 9:00 a.m.ï12:00 p.m. for 1st-5th 

graders. Look for more information and 

registration forms in the spring. 

Shrove Tuesday SupperðThe 

Evangelism Committee is planning a Shrove 

Tuesday supper on February 21 at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Parish Life Center.  The meal will consist of 

grits, pancakes, sausage, and eggs with pies and 

cobblers for the adult desserts. The children will 

decorate their own cupcake for dessert. Come 

and enjoy the Mardi Gras themed event prior to 

our observance of the Lenten season.  Please 

bring nonperishable food items with you to 

Shrove Tuesday for LICS. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday ServiceðLent begins 

on Wednesday, February 22. We will observe 

the beginning of Lent with a 7:00 p.m. service in 

the Sanctuary. The service will include both the 

imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. 

 

 

Lutheran Men will meet on the second 

Monday in February, February 13, at 7:00 p.m. 

due to the Newberry College Jazz Band concert 

on February 6. 

 

 

First Communion Classes for all 

children in second grade ( and older children 

who have not already taken the class) will be 

offered during the Lenten season. There will be 

a session for parents only on Sunday, March 11, 

at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Classes for 

the children will be held on Sunday, March 18 

and Sunday, March 25 at 4:00 p.m., also in the 

Fellowship Hall. First Communion will be 

offered on Palm Sunday, April 1. 

 

 

No WOW services in LentðIn place of 

the WOW service in Lent, we will offer a 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship opportunity each 

Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. No 

meal will be served prior to these services, The 

regular WOW services and meals resume on 

April 11. 
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Valeria Bowers (cousin of Cynthia  
        Johnson and Kathy Freeman) 

Brian Corley (nephew of JoAnn  
        Harmon) 

Pattie Elkins (friend of Cindy Evans) 

Sue Gable (aunt of Barbara Weed) 

Cooper Hardy (grandson of Carol Arnold) 

Mary Hass (aunt of Adam and Vickie 
Davis) 

Karen Hayes (friend of Denise and Kyle 
Snyder) 

Tricia Hood (friend of Amy Shealy) 

Louise Howell (mother of Jonathan 
Howell) 

Daryl Kinard (friend of Pat Carr) 

Pat McNeal (sister of Sarah Richey) 

*ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ɉÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÏÆ 7ÁÙÎÅ ÁÎÄ 
"ÅÔÔÙ ,ÏÕ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌɊ 

Mark Oxner (brother of Robin Rawl) 

Lonna Paul 

Marlene Porth 

Rhonda Porth 

Linda Schneider 

Gracie Ray Smith 

Kim Smoak (friend of Russell Rawl) 

Teresa Spence (friend of Elizabeth 
Lindler)  

Dick Tribble 

Lisa Vickery (friend of the Beckhams) 

Bobby Whitehead (friend of Bill Jennings) 

John Wingard (nephew of Marilyn Dozier) 
 

Let us also remember in our daily prayers our 
missionaries, Janey and Pastor Ted 
Zimmerman, in Hong Kong and David Davis in 
Brazil. 

 

Stewardship  
If you recall from the 1

st
 article, God owns it ALL 

and we're just using it.  When I say ALL, I mean 
ALL -- God owns our bodies, our time and, yes, 
our stuff.  God is gracious and lets us use it and 
asks us to care for and nurture it.  The wonderful 
thing is, as we grow in our understanding of this, 
our perspective changes.  We care less and less 
about this earthly rat race and care more and 
more about what really counts -- God's Kingdom. 

So, if God owns it ALL, why are we asked 
to tithe?   Possible reasons God asks us to tithe 
our time, talents and treasures are: (1) as a 
continuous reminder that WE donôt own it; (2) to 
help us better understand how much God cares 
and provides for us; and (3) to lead us toward a 
ñricherò, more Christ-centered life; not a stuff-
centered, event-centered or self-centered life.  
Regardless of the reason, Jesus spent a lot of 
time warning us about stuff (mostly money) 
becoming our god.  So, if we tithe our time, 
talents and treasures, they lose their grips over 
our lives because we will be thinking about them 
like water.  Water???  Yes, water.  Humor me for 
a second and youôll see what Iôm getting at. 

Water is the most important thing we need to 
survive -- it's more critical than clothing, shelter, 
or even food.  You can go days without the 
internet, eating, or even spending money -- can 
you go days without water?  But, as important as 
water is, do we horde it in huge containers at 
home?  Do we spend hours worrying about how 
much water we have?  Are we jealous when our 
neighbor has more water?  Do we lose sleep 
over whether or not we'll have enough water in 
the future?  No; we simply trust that it'll be there.  
While important to our survival, water is just 
something that happens in the background.  That 
is what I think God wants our time, talents and 
treasures to be; something we donôt worry about.  
If we worry about them, they can creep up and 
become our gods. 

Another interesting twist with this water 
comparison is how generous we are with our 
water; we wouldn't think twice about giving a 
glass of water to a complete stranger ï we might 
even give it to them before they even asked for 
it.  Hmmmmm.  Think what it would look like if 
everyone did that with their time, talents and 
treasures (sounds like the next topic). 

Anyway . . . is money or your time like a god 
or like water?  Something really interesting to 
pray about.  To be continued . . . 

By Tim Wessel, 
one of St. Peterôs newest members 

David Ballington  
Heath Fulmer 
Joshua Fulmer 
Rob Johnson 
Brad Smith 
Courtney Weed 
Kyle Weed 
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Health ScreeningðSt. Johnôs Lutheran 
Church, 213 St. Johnôs Church Road, Lexington, 

will sponsor a Health Fair, a health awareness 

program for the community on Monday 

February 20, 2012 from 7:30 a.m. to 10:30  

a.m. in the Parish Building. To reach St. Johnôs 

from Lexington go about 6.4 miles on Highway 

378 toward Saluda. Just after you go over the 

new bridge turn right onto St. Johnôs Church 

Road and travel about 1/4 mile. The Parish 

Building, where the screening will take place, is 

on the right. 

 Lexington Medical Center staff will perform 

the following screenings at no charge:  

cholesterol/lipid profile, glucose, 

hemochromatosis, blood pressure,  and PSA.  A 

simple blood test can determine the results of 

each component to your screening, except for 

blood pressure. All men 50 years of age and 

older should have the PSA screening yearly.  

You can inquire about and order a hemocult card 

which will be mailed to you. During the 12 

hours before the tests do not eat any food or 

drink any liquid except water.  If you are on any 

type of medication, please take your medicine 

with water prior to your appointment.  You are 

encouraged to drink water prior to the screening 

to avoid dehydrated veins. Everyone who is 18 

years of age or older is welcome so please call 

892-2765 for an appointment. 

 

Interested in becoming a member? 

Want to learn more about the 

Lutheran Church? Pastor Rawl will offer 

a newcomers information class soon. If you are 

interested in membership, complete the form 

below and drop it in the offering plate on 

Sunday or email Pastor Rawl at 

pastorrawl@stpeterslex.com to register. 

SympathyðWe extend sincere Christian 

sympathy to the following in our church family 

who have recently lost loved ones in death: 

Z Jerry Howard and family at the death of his 

mother, Elizabeth Howard 

Z the family of Betty Holt 

Z the family of M. L. Snelgrove 

 

 

 

The Newberry College Big Band 
×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ 3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȟ 
February 6, for a 7:00 p.m. concert in the 
0ÁÒÉÓÈ ,ÉÆÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÁÓ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÎÄȭÓ 
spring tour. This is a free concert, so come out 
and have an enjoyable evening listening to 
talented group. 
 
 
 

Vicar ThoughtsðThe Hardest four words 

to Say 

 What are the hardest four words for us to 

say? They just may be ñI am a sinner.ò 

 These are difficult words for us to say, 

especially in todayôs society. In todayôs society, 

we think we have it all together. We say things 

like ñI am in controlò or ñI am large and in-

charge.ò 

 The truth is on our very best days, when 

God has helped us do something good or very 

special, we are still a sinner saved by grace. We 

are all sinners whom God loves. We are all 

sinners for whom God sent his only Son to 

become one of us and to die for us. God sent his 

Son to save all of us sinners. That is what Godôs 

love is all about. 

 When you pray, say those four hardest 

words. God, I am a Sinner. Thank you for your 

Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is the one 

who paid the debt for me, the debt I could not 

pay. He nailed that debt on a cross. He blotted it 

out. 

 So today and each and every day, think 

about how awesome it is for us to say, ñI am a 

believer. I am a Christian. I am a sinner saved 

by the Grace of God.ò    

Newcomersô Class 
 

______ Yes, I/we would like to register for the 

 class. 

Name __________________________________ 

 

Phone/Email ____________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 
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*   *   *   * S.P.Y. NEWS *   *   *   *  

St. Peterôs Youth  

All  St. Peterôs youth and visitors are invited to attend youth events. 

Travis McLeod, Youth Director  

tmcleod@stpeterslex.com      803 -603 -3152  
 

CLUB 345       Third, Fourth  & Fifth Grades  

 

 February 19    Monthly Meeting at 3PM  

 

 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH    Sixth, Seventh  & Eighth Grades  

 

Tuesdays at 7AM  Prayer Breakfast  at Chick - fil -A, meet at the church at 

6:45AM to ride the bus to Chick - fil -A 

 

Sundays at 5PM  Weekly Meeting , 5PM in the Youth Room  

 

February 19  DEADLINE  to Sign -up for SC LCY 7 th  & 8 th  Grade  

 Winter Retreat at Camp Kinard to be held March 16 -18  

 

March 9  Winterjam  

 

 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH    Ninth thru Twelfth Grades  

 

Wednesdays at 7:30PM  Weekly Meeting  in the Youth Room  

 

Tuesdays at 7AM  Prayer Breakfast  at Chick - fil -A, meet at the church at 

6:45AM to ride the bus to Chick - fil -A 

 

February 17 -19  SC LCY 11 th  & 12 th  Grade Winter Retreat at  

 Coastal Retreat Center  

 

March 9  Winterjam  

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for these 2012 important dates!   

March 11     PI Day Youth Fundraiser  

June 10-15     Junior High Beach Camp  

June 17-22    Senior High Beach Camp 
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY COMMITTEE  

Next Meeting     Thursday, February 9, at 7PM in the PLC  

mailto:tmcleod@stpeterslex.com
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Dear friends, 

We appreciate so much the love 

and caring that we received 

from our friends at St. Peterôs at 

the passing of our mother, Mrs. 

Elizabeth Howard. 

 She lived a long, full life and shared her 

faith not only with her family but also with the 

many children that she taught in Sunday School 

at Mt. Tabor for over 60 years. 

 We miss her each day but know that she is 

at peace and with her Heavenly Father. 

Sincerely, 

 Jerry and Mary Howard 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dear St. Peterôs, 

We want to take this opportunity to thank you 

for your recent donation. We so appreciate your 

generosity! Your contributions make a 

difference in the lives of our children. We could 

not continue to serve them without support from 

the community. The children are blessed to have 

your as a benefactor and we all thank you! 

Nancy K. Perryôs Childrenôs Shelter 

and the children whose lives we touch 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dear  members of St. Peterôs Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of the entire Pleasant Hill Elementary 

School Family, I want to express our gratitude to 

you for bringing so much joy to several of our 

families this Christmas. I cannot believe all the 

beautifully wrapped gifts and filled stockings 

that you all provided. 

 Please know that the families were so 

appreciative when we delivered your gifts to 

them. I wish each one of you could have seen 

the smiles on the faces of the parents! And I am 

sure that the smiles on the childrenôs faces on 

Christmas morning were even bigger! 

 We are truly grateful for you and for your 

generosity and support. There are definitely 

families in need right here in our community, 

and we thank you for reaching out so cheerfully 

to these families. 

Margaret Mitchum 

Principal 

 

 

 

The family of M. L. Snelgrove wishes to extend 

a heartfelt thanks to everyone for their acts of 

love and kindness during his many stays in the 

hospital and our recent loss. 

 The prayers, visits, phone calls, cards, 

flowers and food were greatly appreciated. 

 We also extend our thanks to Pastor Rawl, 

Vicar Hundley and Pastor Dermon Sox for their 

services and visits; the youth for their Christmas 

carols and cookies during Christmas; and for the 

wonderful meal served by the ladies of St. 

Peterôs Church on the day of the funeral. 

Thanks again, 

Frances Snelgrove and family 

 

 

Snack Sack MinistryðWe are serving 

99 children through the Snack Sack Ministry at 

Meadow Glen Elementary.  This ministry was 

begun on prayers and faith and your response is 

a blessing.  Even though this project is huge, 

once again your support for a community in 

need is being met with an outpouring of love.  

Please continue to pray for and support these 

children throughout the year.   THANK YOU! 

ñAs you did it to one of the least of these, you 

did it to meò.   Matthew 25:40 

 

 

Annual Contributions statements 
were mailed out the week of January 22 for your 

tax preparations. Did you every wonder where 

the information comes from that is included on 

this statement? It comes directly off your 

numbered offering envelopes and any special 

offering envelopes. If these envelopes are not 

filled out completely or correctly, it can result in 

an incorrect contributions statement. Help the 

staff to supply you with a correct statement by 

properly and completely filling out all offering 

envelopes. Thank you!! 

 


